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Quickly!" We obeyed, shepherded by the warders, who could
give us no information about the reason for this interruption to our
easy routine.
When the Commissar appeared the object of his visit was a
cell-to-cell search-party. In due course my door was thrown open
and my clothing and person thoroughly searched by a Cheka
representative in the presence of Commissar Pavloff, the prison
Commandant, and a couple of Red soldiers. I was stood in a corner
while they examined my bunk, mattress, and pillows, and even
looked into the mug which stood by my plate on the table. For the
rest of the day we were kept locked in our cells, even forbidden
our visiting.
About nine in the evening I was called to the Commissar.
In the Commissar's room were four men in leather jerkins. One
of them pushed a pencil in front of me.
"Read that and sign," he ordered.
It was an official form with spaces in which were stated my name,
age, birth-place, and other particulars. Then followed :
I, the undersigned, admit that I have had in my possession while in
prison a small-calibre Browning revolver and that I have given it secretly
to Citizen Moroshkin with intent that he should use it against the represen-
tatives of the Government of the Workers, Peasants and Soldiers.
I handed the paper back to the man who gave it to me.
"But this is rank nonsense. I have never had a revolver since I
was arrested."
"That is a lie !" rapped out another of the leather-jackets. "Is
it not the case that you had a revolver concealed on you while you
were being interrogated by Commissar Dzerjinsky and that you
attempted to take his life with it ?"
"It is true that I had a revolver with which I defended myself
when I thought my life was being threatened by Commissar Dzer-
jinsky. But Commissar Dzerjinsky himself knew the revolver was
not concealed. I had it because nobody had asked me to give it
up or taken it away from me.35
"When you were admitted to this prison you signed a statement
that you had no weapons concealed about you ?"
"I did, but it was superfluous. I was searched when I came in
here and I came straight from the Peter and Paul Fortress, where
I had been for two months in confinement."
"The Committee of Interrogation is not interested in your stay
in the Peter and Paul Fortress. It is investigating the statement of
Citizen Moroshkin that while in this prison you, a dangerous charac-
ter known to be most antagonistic to the Workers' Government,